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Der Triumph der christlichen Philosophic gegeniibcr der antichrist- 
lichen Weltanschauung am Ende des XIX. Jahrhunderts. Von Engel- 
bert Lorenz Fischer. (Mainz : Kirchheim, 1900 ; pp. xvi + 398 ; M. 5.) 
This is a brief and hostile review of modern philosophy, from the 
viewpoint of Roman Catholic theology. It is "popular" in character 
and style, by no means entering into the problems of the systems it 
so easily overturns. It will be of value to those who wish a smatter- 
ing of philosophy, while yet desiring to remain undisturbed in their 
traditional beliefs. After reading the book such persons will wonder 
at the perversity of modern scholars who adopt teachings, or invent 
them, which Dr. Fischer, in the space of a few pages, can prove to the 
meanest intelligence to be wholly false and unreasonable. — George 
Wm. Knox. 

Truth and Reality. By John Smyth. (New York : imported by 
Scribner, 1901 ; pp. xvii + 244; $1.50, net) The author's purpose 
is indicated in a motto adopted from Ward's Naturalism and Agnosti- 
cism, Preface, p. vii : " I take it for granted that till an idealistic (/'. e., 
spiritualistic) view of the world can be sustained, any exposition of 
theism is but wasted labor." But whereas Mr. Ward works to his con- 
clusion only by an elaborate criticism of scientific postulates and prin- 
ciples, Mr. Smyth adopts the much easier and shorter plan of evolving 
the secrets of the universe by an immanent criticism of his own inner 
consciousness, which happens to be fairly well imbued with the com- 
monplaces of common-sense Scotch orthodoxy. The author ekes out 
his assumptions and platitudes by a liberal use of capital letters. Phi- 
losophical systems are batted here and there in entire ignorance of 
their meaning. The best which can be said of the work is that, in the 
light of present-day thought, it is philosophically and theologically 
worthless. — S. F. MacLennan. 

Individuality und Personlichkeit. Von Hermann Ludemann. 
(Bern: A. Benteli & Co., 1900; pp. 24; M. 0.90.) The problem of 
the mutual relations of the individual and environment — in other 
words, the problem of freedom and dependence — is by Professor 
Ludemann brought into the realm of psychological inquiry by dis- 
tinguishing individuality from personality. Individuality consists in 
the peculiar complex of elements which distinguishes a man from his 
environment. Personality is the normative force which identifies 
itself with the individual, but which makes use of religious, ethical, 
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and logical principles to transform environment. Christianity is 
declared to be the religion of strong, free personality. — Gerald 
Birney Smith. 



The Classical Heritage of the Middle Ages. By Henry Osborn 
Taylor. (New York : The Columbia University Press ; Macmillan 
Co., Agents, 1901 ; pp. xv-l-400; $1.25.) This book deals with a very 
fascinating subject. "It seeks to follow the changes undergone by 
classic thought, letters, and art on their way to form part of the intel- 
lectual development of the Middle Ages, and to show how pagan 
tastes and ideals gave place to the ideals of Christianity, and to 
Christian sentiment. It is an argument, therefore, covering the 
world's thought-development from classic Greece into the Middle 
Ages." This sentence, taken from the preface of the book, expresses 
exactly what we think the author has accomplished. He is treating a 
fundamental subject, and also one of great complexity. But he has 
succeeded in telling the story accurately in a simple and attractive 
style. We believe the book will be received with much favor. — J. W. 
Moncrief. 

Die Vorstellungen der alien Griechen vom Leben nach dem Tode. Von 
Hans Meltzer. (Hamburg : Verlagsanstalt, 1900 ; pp. 44 ; M. 0.80.) 
This monograph deals primarily with the popular conception of life 
after death among the ancient Greeks. The author states that up to 
recent times this branch of the subject has been much neglected. 
From the classical writers, as well as by the aid of archaeology and 
philology, he has been able to throw additional light upon it. In 
Homer, for example, he finds important remainders of popular ani- 
mism. There are clear indications of an earlier period, before crema- 
tion of the body came into vogue, when life after death was conceived 
of as the soul dwelling in the body (not as later in separation from it). 
Even in later writers, such as Plutarch, he finds evidences, not only 
of a popular hero-cult, but alongside of this, and older than it, of an 
ancient ancestor-worship and cults of the soul. Dr. Meltzer has made 
an important contribution to the subject in hand in that he supple- 
ments the work of other writers. He will thus help to pave the way 
for a more accurate and comprehensive statement of the doctrine of 
life after death among the ancients — a subject not yet exhausted. — 
Wm. R. Schoemaker. 



